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~hristina Brannon, FOIAO!ficer
Mail Stop DK- 7 ' ,

Bonneville Power Administration
P,O. Box 392]
Portland, OR Q7208

.
Re: Free'dom of Information Act Request

Dear Ms. Brannon:

Pursuant to the freedom of Information Act, 5 V,S.C. § 55-2 ("FOIA ")
as amended, the Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition ("SOs") 'requests copies of'

\ r

any and all documents, records, or correspondence, including, but not limited
to, letters, memoranda, emails, notes ottelephone conversations, meeting
notes, or any other record of communication, regardless of whether those
documents were prepared by, or originated with the Bonneville Power ~
Administration ("BPA "), a~Q. regardless of when they may have been,
prepared or ca"'me Into your possession, that discuss, mention or relfer to. orrelate in any way to: \ '. ~"\ ,

(1) funding the Fish Passage Center in Fiscal Year 2006 (FY06), and
m'Jr~ specifically, rei1ort !ap.guage in Fiscal Year 2006 Energy cind

.Water Appropriations bill(s) regardipg the Fish passage Center
,,{"FPC")..' I I ,/ c

(2) plans for thi1'tfansfer of the FPC functidns to other ~nti..ties. -
(3) an analysis by the University of Washington's ColumbIa BasinResearch program critiquing recent memos by the FPCentitled, '

"Preliminary Survival Anaiysis for Subyearling Chinook originating
Above LGR" (dated September 12, 16, and October 25, 2005).

...
Pl,easeinclude in this request documentation and details of any

interactions with members of CoIJgress, thecir staff, other federal agencies, the
Northwest"Power and Conservation Council, BPA customers, or any other
stakeholder or special interest groups.. Withheld documents, if any" must be
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identified specifically and the basis for withholding explained

The request for documents, records, and correspo~dence should be interpreted as
including, but ~otlimited t9, any ~ndall' correspond~nce, memoranda, ;e-mails, papers, maps,
scientific or technical data, telephone logs, meeting notes, and notes documenting ~ny
commu~ications., regardless of physical form or characteristics. Our. request encompasses all
documents and records, whether in draft or finai form, in the possession of BPA, regardless of
whether the documents or records were produced or pr,e.pared by.emplo,yees of BPA, or whether
they originated with BPA. , , ' I

We would be glad to work with you and your staff to identify th~ documents" sought in
this letter.' Please do not. hesitate to call should you need clarification about. whether certain
documents fit within-the parameters of this request. ..-

Fee Waiver

.The Freedom of Infqrmation A.ct'andtheDepartmentofEnergy's implementing
regl1.1ations permit the waiver of search and copy fees where the release of the information is ~n.the 

public interest. ~ 5U'.S.C.'§ 5~2(a)(4)(A)(iii)~.1<:> C.F.R. § IO04.9(a)(8).'This request
'Satisfies these criteria. We.. provide the {ollowing inforQIation Telatlng to the public benefits"
associated with our request and the entitlement 'of 80S to a fee waiver in this m~tter. We believe

f, ,

that a fee waiver is appropriate in this case,"because disclosure of the requested ilJformation is
-

likely to contribute ~ignificantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of' the
BPA and disclosure of the requested permits "is not primarily in the commercial interest" of
Saye Our Wild Salmon. .10 C.F.R. § .1004.9(a)(8)(i).

The proposalintltere,c'ently passed FY06 Energy arid Water Appropriations'Bil1 to
eliminate funding for the FPC has been the subject of intense public, in~ere:st a~~ scrutiny since
the spring of 2005,. As the myriad of news articles, e'ditorials, letters, congressional debate and
attention demonstrate, the fu~ure of the FPC'or its functions has generated significant interest
from many public constitu~cies, including,com~ercial and sportfishing businesses,
conservationists, state and ~ederal elected officials, and electricity utiliti,es, among others. The
requested documents are essential to thepubfic's un.derstanding and assessment of plans to ,-.
eliminate funding of the FPCand transfer its responsibilities elsewhere, and, whether those plans
.are being implemented in ac~ordance with the Northwest Power Ac,t and other appricable laws
and treaties.

SOS is uniqueJy qualified to review the requestedi~formation and synthesize it for-"" "
CQnsumption by the general public. Through its advocacy for the Northwest's endangered and
threatened safII)on and steel head runs in the public; as well as through administrative and judicial,
processes, SOS has extensive experience with respect t<> implementation of the North~est Power
Act, the, Endangered Species Act, and the myriad functions that the fPC has provided to the
Pacific Northwest in that context: SOS, will be able to evaluate the information "either because of
expertise o( staff members or through close ties to leading experts in relevant fields, including
fishery bioI0~ists:and fishery mana~~rs~ who 'may review th~ requested documents:,



..

F1,1rther, SOSis uniquely qualified ,to disseminate this information:to the public-at-large.
SOS will provide the documents, expert synopses of the documents~ and expert legal ana~ysis
based on the docum/ents, to themterested commupity and the gel;teral public through public
education activities. SOS is arecogni~ed contact for national-and regional news outlets, elected
officials, and interested members of the public on issues relating to the FPC. SOSuses its media
contacts as an o,pportunity to disseminate relevant in£ormatiol) to the public ongoyemmental
activitiys relating to the FPC to epsure full and balanced coverage by-the media. Similarly,.S9S,
employs an extepsive program to ~ducate its over 6,000,000 members natiQnwide and the public
on salmon recovery issues su~h'asfunding th~ FPC, including community outreach, preparation.'
of reports, summaries, and formal comments to local~-state, tribal, and federal legislative and
administrative- b04ies,distribution of news releases and statements! and giving interviews and
press conference~ to the media. -I

For' example, on July] 2, 2005, SQS and its member organization.." sent a letter to the -,-

relevant Senate Subcommittee on the proposal to ~e-fund the FPC, and on July 13, 20Q5, SOS
deli vered a package 'of newspaper edi torials on the, FPC proposal to, the entire V.S House of
Re:presentatives and V.S. Sen,ate. madditio,n, on ,November 10,2005, SOS distribu~ed a pres~
release for its member 'organizations informing t)1e media of expe'cted Cong~essional passage: of
the proposal to de-fund the FPC. ~.

, -
.SOS will not use the requested documents to obtain any financial gain. Rather, we will

...c ,
use the documents to monitor.and evaluate efforts to transfer the functions of !heFPC, a subject
relevant to the hefilth and welfare of the public and. of lbng-standingand intense publicinte~est
and involvement.. SOS isa § 501(c)(~) tax-exempt ~on-pr6fit organization of Vlorethan 50 'sport
fishing, commercial fishing, and conservation o~anizations ~ local,'region~I,and l1ationa.l."~
which seek restoration of salmon stocks thtoughout the Pacific N"orthwestto sustainably ,

\ ,

harve-stable numbers~ A fee waiver~is clearly appropriate under these cjrcum~tances, and w'e
req\lest such a waiver.

A$ provided in FOIA,.5U.S.C. §..552(a)(~)(A), we will expect a response with~n twenty
working days. 'Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions regarding this request,
please do not hesitate'to call:

AsspJiatePolicy Director' : ,":
Save bur Wild Salmon ). .,

I1707 H Street, NW. '
Suite 1050 \ .

Washington, DC 20006
Phone: 202-955-5609, ext.302, .Fax: 202-955-,5,'789 .

Andrew@wildsalmon.org


